
 

Riversdale Primary School 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Policy 

	
“Writing is the painting of the voice.” 

Voltaire 
 

Article 28: 
You have the right to education. 

 
 

Article 29: 
You have the right to education which develops your personality, respect for other’s rights and the 

environment. 
 
 

Aim:  

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar are essential skills in learning to effectively organise, make 
sense of, and convey meaning in texts. From Early Years through to year 6, pupils are taught the 
patterns and conventions of Standard English so that they develop the necessary skills to become 
confident, competent speakers, readers, and writers. Our ultimate aim is for children to have a 
broad repertoire of language choices in order that they become versatile and excellent 
communicators.  
 
Rationale: 
 

• Grammatical terminology allows children to discuss their choices. The terminology and 
concepts of grammar and punctuation are introduced and initially taught in Grammar 
lessons at a specific point in the teaching cycle, relevant to the focus of learning. These 
features subsequently become a major focus in Literacy lessons for all pupils.  

• Differentiated planning and teaching is built-in for the more able and those pupils who are 
working below age-related expectations. In this way, pupils are given opportunities to apply 
their understanding and develop their use of particular grammar or punctuation features. 
Small group and withdrawal sessions allow for further teaching to ensure that all pupils can 
develop their skills.  

• Authentic texts are used to provide models of different writing genres and provide initial 
scaffolds for students’ writing. Specific grammar, punctuation and spelling features are 
highlighted and become the focus of teaching the all-important skills of proof reading and 
editing. Accurate spelling, punctuation and grammatical sentence structure is expected and 
encouraged across the curriculum. 

• The learning environment at Riversdale supports the teaching and learning of grammar, 
punctuation and spelling and takes into account the different learning styles of pupils. 
Classroom displays model examples of grammatical and punctuation features and spelling 
patterns, and pupils are encouraged to refer to them as they work.  

• Sentence games and word play activities are used to supplement direct teaching and practice 
of grammatical features. 

• Students’ weekly spellings are differentiated through the phonic stage, spelling difficulty, 
vocabulary, and application, thereby making them personal to the children.  

• KS1 & 2 pupils are given the opportunity to participate in a Spelling Bee which underlines the 
importance of correct spelling and more importantly inspires children to strive and achieve.  

• Dictionaries are available in every classroom in KS2 to aid understanding and provide checks 
for spelling.  

• Standard English, together with consistent and accurate use of grammar terminology, is used 
by staff both verbally and in marking students’ work.  

• Staff training is provided, depending on need.  



• The school informs parents and carers of the yearly objectives for teaching grammar, 
punctuation and spelling on its website.  

• An overview of the Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation Progression is attached. There is 
also a progression chart listing the introduction of terminology relevant to a year group.  

• Parents are encouraged to support their children in this area of the curriculum, through 
modelling of high quality spoken language and Standard English. 

• In addition to addressing grammar across the curriculum, children use Discover English, a 
computer programme designed to support children in further developing their understanding of 
grammatical concepts in a variety of contexts. 


